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MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [2.06 pm]: This week is 
Mental Health Week, an opportunity to highlight the importance of staying mentally healthy and promoting effective 
strategies that will help everyone in our community to do that. The theme of this year’s Mental Health Week in 
Western Australia is “Mental health starts with our children”. The McGowan government is committed to improving 
the mental health and wellbeing of our young people and reducing the harm experienced from alcohol and other 
drug use. We understand the important need to do more to help young people to improve their mental health and 
wellbeing outcomes, and that is why we are doing the work necessary to make sure that our strategies are targeted, 
which means co-designing them with young people who have a lived experience of these issues. 
Last December, we launched Young people’s mental health, alcohol and other drug use: Priorities for action. This 
document will guide us within government, across the sector, and with our key community stakeholders, in supporting 
and responding to the mental health and alcohol and other drug use needs of young people aged 12 to 24 years. We 
have already begun to implement some of the key actions. They include Think Mental Health’s “Families Under 
Pressure” campaign, which was launched in December 2020. This public education campaign aims to improve overall 
child mental health and wellbeing. The Aboriginal community liaison officer program was launched in July, with 
nine Aboriginal community–controlled organisations receiving contracts to lead the implementation of regional 
Aboriginal suicide prevention plans. The interim youth mental health and alcohol and other drug homelessness 
service is scheduled to open very soon. This eight-bed service in Queens Park will provide stable transitional 
supported accommodation for 16 to 24-year-olds who have moderate to severe mental health issues, with or without 
alcohol and other drug issues, and who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. 
Finally, I need to talk about our work in suicide prevention. Here in Western Australia, the Mental Health 
Commission recognises that suicide prevention is a whole-of-community issue and requires a whole-of-community 
approach. We have invested additional funding of $32.3 million to help implement the WA suicide prevention 
framework, which provides the basis for a coordinated statewide approach to suicide prevention activity. The 
Mental Health Commission has also received an additional $9.8 million for the development and implementation 
of the WA Aboriginal suicide prevention strategy. A further $4.79 million has been set aside for mental health 
initiatives as part of the state recovery plan, including funding to provide long-term support to children who have 
been bereaved by suicides. 
Mental Health Week is a truly significant week for all of us. It is a chance to acknowledge that staying mentally 
healthy is a priority for everyone in our community, but especially for our young people, and that we as a community 
have a responsibility to do all that we can to help them thrive and reach their full potential. 
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